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Present Condition and Short Range Goals

The City of Crowley presently houses stray animals at a building located at 426 N. Ave. The building appears to be approximately 40 or more years old. The sides of the structure are aluminum, and the building is poorly lit and not well ventilated. Inside, there are 18 kennels and a large rusty cage which houses the stray cats. The building is in a dilapidated state, with dozens of gaping holes lining the bottoms of the walls of the facility. 

To improve the living conditions of the animals housed at this facility, we strongly recommend the following steps be instituted:

1. Repair the holes on the side of the facility.

2. Repair or replace inside kennels. Many of the cages are missing wires, are broken, or are no longer safe or functional.

3. Provide at least two more large fans on the east and west ends of the building to improve cross ventilation. Additional electrical outlets would need to be installed to properly operate these fans.

4. Provide outside security and perimeter lighting to discourage break-ins.

5. Provide two new banks of cat cages, which can adequately house cats and kittens in a safe and sanitary manner. Present confinement system violates all national guidelines for housing cats. The cats are not provided with litter boxes and simply defecate and urinate under the cage. This is unacceptable and unsanitary for the animals and city workers.

6. Provide pressure washer with hot water to adequately sanitize housing area.

7. Provide 20 new stainless steel water and food bowls. Current bowls need to be replaced.

8. Provide net gun which would aid in the safe capture of feral or hard-to-catch canines and felines. Net guns complement dart guns, which should only be used as a last resort.

9. Provide snake tongs to aid in the safe capture of reptiles.

10. Provide newly updated shelter management software, which would help store needed data in an organized manner and which can streamline inventory, record keeping, and data entry. Providing laptops in the animal control vehicles would also enhance your department’s record-keeping capacities and efficiency.

11. Provide new large dog traps to aid in the safe capture and containment of stray dogs.

12. Provide two new microchip scanners to aid in the identification of owned animals.

13. Install a canopy at the back entrance of the shelter, so that dogs can be moved in or out of the building or viewed by potential new owners during inclement weather.

Many of these items can be ordered online from supply companies, such ACES (Animal Control Equipment and Supplies).

Long Range Goals

It is obvious that this shelter cannot provide for the humane or comfortable housing of animals for more than a few more years in its present condition. We strongly recommend that this city council immediately begin the multi-year task of planning for the construction of a new facility. A new facility should also provide enough space for forty kennels, based on the growing population of Crowley, which will probably exceed a population of 18, 000 in the coming years. A construction committee, or similar ad-hoc committee, should also study shelter construction blueprints that are available from a number of large humane organizations, such as the American SPCA and the Humane Society of the United States. These agencies can also help develop operational guidelines and protocols that are consistent with national standards and can also seek possible funding mechanisms.

