ANIMAL SHELTER EVALUATION REPORT
Date:___10/22/08____  Prepared by:____Dawn Taylor-Church________________

Name of shelter and location:____City of Oberlin__________________

Shelter operated by (private agency or local government):  City of Oberlin_   
Mailing address:__P.O. Box 370, Oberlin La  70655/ phys: 207 W. 5th Ave.
Contact person/title and phone number:_____Jimmy Braxton, “Dogcatcher” (under Police Dept.)
Describe the physical dimensions/facilities of the shelter:___Small aluminum-sided “shed” type structure with concrete floors and aluminum roof.
Size of shelter (list number of kennels/cages per species):____3 kennels approx. 5 ft X 5 ft each; no facilities for cats (if someone brings cat to shelter, they are referred to Lake Charles) 
Overall appearance of shelter (clean, properly maintained, sanitary):_____Doesn’t look well ventilated and seems would get extremely hot in Louisiana summer.  Drainage system appears adequate.  Dogs have large buckets for water.  No food present at this time.  Fairly clean although there were feces in both occupied kennels but only what you would expect for 1 day.  One of the dogs had loose stool. 
Number of animals presently housed:

Dogs: ___2___   Cats: ___0_____







Other: ___0___


PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
Are the cages/kennels of adequate size?__No. The kennels aren’t big enough for one dog comfortably, and apparently, they sometimes hold 2 dogs in a kennel.__

Is there hot water available for cleaning?___No, cold only__

Is there an air conditioning/cooling or heating system in use?  No.
Do the dogs appear to be separated by sex, age, and temperament?___? Only 1 dog per kennel present today.________

Is there a quarantine area?__No 
What is the number of staff?___2 ___Qualifications:____None   
What type of disinfectant is used?___Bleach_____

What are the days/hours of operation?____Mon-Fri 7 am – 4 pm.    __ 
Are fees/ hours of operation posted and visible?_____Yes__

Are the animals fed and watered on Sundays/ holidays/ when shelter is closed?____Yes; Mr Braxton says he “comes by” and feeds the dogs

How are spay/neuter surgeries provided?__N/A    _

How are injured animals treated?__They are not.  There was talk of having protocol in case of receiving severely injured animal (such as euthanasia performed on site), however, it has not been agreed upon, and they have not had such a case actually occur. 
How is euthanasia performed?__N/A.  This is a holding facility only, for the City of Oberlin.  The City has a contract with the Animal Control shelter in Lake Charles.  Each Tuesday a staff member transports any and all dogs from Oberlin to Lake Charles where they are received just as animals from within that Parish. 
Name/address/phone of veterinarian(s) used for any contracted services:__N/A no vet services are provided here.
Describe the adoption process:___N/A.  Public cannot adopt animals.  They can only be RECLAIMED by owner within 7 days.  $50 reclaim fee applies.  Asked whether they require proof of ownership; staff replied that they usually “know everyone”.
Does the agency have field officers; do they respond to complaints, enforce local & state law?___They trap and catch stray dogs in the field, and respond to complaints.  They can and sometimes do turn away animals from outside the City.
Are there written shelter policies/manuals?  Are copies readily available?___No   
Does the shelter have a copy of the local animal control/welfare ordinances?  May we have a copy for our records.___Laws & records only kept at City Hall.  There are some local ordinances on vicious dogs etc.
Summary/ Suggestions:___Note: The City has applied for a grant to build a new holding facility to replace this one.  The grant has been requested through LGAP, (Louisiana Government Assistance Program?).  Notification regarding this grant should be pending soon and the staff feels pretty confident they will get it.  The new facility, of course, will be bigger and nicer and more comfortable for the dogs.  They are NOT intending it to be a full-service shelter that adopts to public; just an improved holding facility.  

Staff stated that usually between 4-5 dogs PER WEEK are transported from Oberlin to Lake Charles.  This is a high number of stray or unwanted dogs for such a small town.   
Copy of report to be sent to governing authority, 2nd copy to: Humane Society of Louisiana, P.O. Box 740321, New Orleans, LA 70174.
